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Diagnostics initiative for community-level service delivery 

⇒ Enhance access to and use of affordable, timely and quality testing tools 
in community settings.

⇒ Cross-country community research, community exchange and dialogue 
with stakeholders
• community understanding on HIV/HCV ST pricing, availability, as well 

as of practical challenges and solutions (survey)
• how the concept of self-testing is exercised and understood on the 

ground(country key informants interviews)
• how to promote facilitators and/or address barriers to self-testing in 

a specific context (country key informants interviews)



Mapping method
• 15-item online (Google Form) survey 

• Input and review into survey draft by EATG members

• English and Russian communication to potential survey participants.

• Data collection: July-September 2021

Respondents
• 70 respondents from 37 countries: 48 (EN) + 23 (RU)
• Vast majority affiliated with local NGO, 2 individuals 
• Self-reported responses, some discrepancy in reporting for some countries



Table 1. Survey respondent reporting on availability of HIV and/or HCV self-test kits 

Situation reported Country

Full availability of HIV and/or HCV self-test kits

Armenia *
Austria
Belarus
Estonia
Finland
Italy *
Kazakhstan
Ukraine

Partial availability of HIV and/or HCV self-test kits

Belgium *
Czechia
France
Georgia
Germany
Ireland
Kyrgyzstan
Malta
Norway
North Macedonia
Poland
Portugal
Republic of Moldova
Slovenia
Spain
Tajikistan *
UK

No availability of HIV and/or HCV self-test kits

Albania
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Bulgaria
Croatia
Cyprus
Greece
Iceland
Israel
Latvia
Montenegro
Serbia
Russian Federation



Table 3. Cumulative country respondent reporting of funding 
sources for free HIVST kits 

Private donors International donors State-funded
Local government NGOs EU funded projects



No availability of self-test kits for HIV and/or HCV

Partial availability of self-test kits for HIV and/or HCV

Full availability of self-test kits for HIV and/or HCV

Non-respondent country



Reported restrictions

1. No approved self-testing kits for HIV/HCV 

2. No reference to ST in national programme => no funding for it

3. Requirement for all testing to be conducted by a healthcare professional, 

or within a diagnostic laboratory

4. HIVST kit distribution only to selected key populations

5. Limit of one HIVST kit distributed to an individual every three months

6. Minimum age requirements to access HIVST

7. Impact of local political context on other countries

8. Expired license on registration for certified self-tests for professional use

9. Legal sale of HIVST kits limited to pharmacy







Co-Lead project: Strengthening community leadership for decentralised access 
to HIV and HCV testing 

• Gathering views and perceptions of key informants in selected countries in 
Europe and Central Asia towards community-level access to rapid diagnostic 
tests (RDTs) for self-testing of HIV and/or HCV among key groups 

+ factors and plausible ways to improve the situation in a given context 

+ supportive cross-country level action

• Community workshop (December) 

• Policy and practice brief (December)
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